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GLIMPSES OF GLORY 

 The week after Easter our daughter 

and her family went on a trip for five or six 

days. While they were away, it was my job to 

be the pet goldfish sitter. Every day I wen to 

their house to feed the goldfish those very 

thin flakes of fish food. By the fifth day I 

began to feel a personal connection with the 

fish. Feed the pet goldfish reminded me of the 

experiments done with fish that were placed 

in a large tank of water which had a sheet of 

glass set in the middle. This separated the fish 

into two groups. The fish very quickly settled 

into a routine. Fish in each group would swim 

from their end of the tank to the glass 

partition. Then they would swim back again. 

Back and forth they fish would swim. Then, 

one day, the glass partition was removed. 

 The interesting thing is that the 

swimming patterns of the fish didn’t change. 

The fish still turned around when they 

reached the point where the barrier had 

been. Each fish continued to swim only in half 

of the tank.  

 The questions I hope you will ask 

yourself are these:  

 Is there a barrier that separates you 

from certain other people or groups? 

 Is your concern for others, your 

compassion and understanding attitude 

reserved for your own side of the tank only? 

 As Christians we are call to break 

through the partitions of hate, resentment, 

suspicion and prejudice that separates, 

divides and isolates us from other human 

beings; regardless of their ethnicity, race, 

religion or orientation. The Bible clearly tells 

us that Jesus loves them all. For it was Jesus 

who emphatically said, “Love your enemies. 

Do good to those who hate you. Bless those 

who curse you.” 

 In these very unusual and troubled 

times of increased intolerance and hatred 

toward certain groups of people, the 

teachings of Jesus are so greatly needed. Let 

us pray that perhaps for the first time we, and 

Christians everywhere, actually try to take 

seriously and live by the mandate of Jesus to 

“love one another.” 

All praise to God, 

Leigh Pezet, Pastor 

 

 

 

Pastoral Message 

“Love your enemies. 

Do good to those who 

hate you. Bless those 

who curse you.”  
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GLIMPSES OF GLORY  
continued... 

 The Day of Pentecost is considered the culmination of the Easter season. It is a 

major festival of the church. Pentecost commemorates the Holy Spirit descending upon 

the apostles and many other followers of Jesus while they were in Jerusalem to celebrate 

the Jewish festival called the “Feast of Weeps.” The risen and ascended Christ sends the 

promised gift of the Spirit to the expectant church. The coming of the Holy Spirit gave the 

church the energy and power it needed to proclaim the fantastic news of the resurrection 

from Jerusalem to Galilee, to the ends of the earth. The color of the Day of Pentecost is 

bright red which symbolizes the tongues of fire and appeared and rested on each of those 

who were present. As it says, then “all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” 

 The Holy Spirit, or the Advocate as it is sometimes referred to, is poured out onto 

the community of believers to guide and protect it until Christ returns. Many Christians 

mark this event as the beginning of the Christian Church. Pentecost is a beautiful and 

special day for Christians as we celebrate the hand of God guiding the Christian 

community through the trials, decisions, and challenges it faced down through the ages, 

and continues to do so. 

 Please make an effort to be in church Sunday, May 23rd as we offer our praise and 

worship to God for blessing us with the power and gifts of the Holy Spirit. 



Notes & News 

 

Comments or suggestions? 

We’d love to hear from you. 

Have an event or meeting you 

need publicized? Contact the 

church office to be included in 

an upcoming newsletter.  

The Cross of Glory Newsletter 

is available each month on the 

church’s website. It is also 

emailed to the congregation  

in a pdf format. Paper copies 

are available upon request. 

Please contact the church 

office if you have any 

questions. 

Sunday School 
Sunday School has returned to in-person 
learning! Students are meeting every Sunday 
from 9AM-9:30AM for a lesson and craft and 
will continue to do so until June 20th. A sign-
up link is being emailed each week with the 
Sunday Service link. Please contact the 
church office with any questions. 

We would also like to thank everyone who 
participated in our streaming Sunday School 
classes. The feedback was very positive and 
we received wonderful photos of our 
students completing their lessons. 

 

 

 

LMM Breakfast 
As the weather continued to improve, the 
Lutheran Men in Mission held their monthly 
breakfast side in April. Attendees brought 
their own food, observed social-distance 
protocols, and enjoyed several different 
topics of discussion. If you would like to 
participate in the LMM breakfast, please 
contact Walter Kain for dates and additional 
information. 
 

Nursery School 
Our Nursery School teachers have been hard at 
work this year making sure that their students 
enjoy a fun and fulfilling school year while still 
adhering to state protocols for Covid—and it has 
paid off. Enrollment for the 2021-2022 school 
year is near capacity in three classrooms. A 
waiting list has been started for our Pre-K class in 
the event that the state increases the student 
limit imposed for the 2020-2021 school year.  
If you know anyone who is interested in 
registering a child, please contact Liz Nisi or the 
church office. 

Life Line Screening 
Life Line is returning to Cross of Glory on 
Saturday, May 22nd . If you are interested in 
any of the available screenings (see 
brochure in the newsletter), please contact 
the church office. We have a limited number 
of complimentary certificates (valued at 
$70) available for members of the 
community. Pre-registration is required for 
all screenings.  
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Emma & Aubrey 

Calvanico 
Ashley Archibald 

Charlie & Everett Royce 

Nursery School Staff celebrating Teacher Appreciation 

Week with dinner at MJ’s in Matawan.  

Standing (left to right): Patty Belone, Cahren Morris, Liz 

Nisi, Christine Codispoti. Seated: Doris Hiley, Jane 

Morris, Janet Kain, Liz McPherson, Ann NiCastle. 
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What is Fellowship? 

Staying connected during Covid restrictions  

Colossians 2:5 
“For even though I am absent in body, 
nevertheless I am with you in spirit, 
rejoicing to see your good discipline and the 
stability of your faith in Christ.  

We have had a very different year this past 
year with covid restrictions and have had 
more alone time, and have likely felt an 
increased sense of loneliness and 
isolation.  Having worship services 
suspended, remote, or with limitations has 
been an adjustment.  We realize just how 
important our relationships with each 
other, in Christ, really are.  Though in an 
altered church format, we continue to hear 
scripture, inspiring messages and songs in 
worship.  And we have worked to be 
creative in ways to experience fellowship. 

Colossians 3: 
16 “Let the message about Christ, in all its 
richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel 
each other with all the wisdom he gives. 

Fellowship is the feel of genuine 
connections, kindness, compassion, 
listening, being heard, encouraging each 
other, belly laughs, openness, and 
learning.  The fellowship dinners we started 
about a year and a half ago had to undergo 
a change and adapt.  We miss the physical 
breaking of bread, home cooked soups and 
salads, pastas and pastries.  But fellowship 
is not limited to food (yes, as Lutherans this 
is a hard one)!.  We have found a way to 
experience fellowship during these recent 
times sharing our weekly trials and joys, 
prayer requests, reflections on the Sunday 
readings and questions planted in our 
minds from the message.  We are meeting 
online through Google Meet with our 
church friends to share in rich fellowship.  

Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three are 

gathered in my name, there am I among 
them.” 

I have enjoyed the time, Tuesdays from 7 to 
8 pm with my church friends.  These warm 
conversations of asking questions, listening 
and learning have deepened my 
understanding of scripture and encourage 
our growth in faith and friendship 
in Christ.  Those who have joined regularly 
or occasionally have shared the positive 
impact that this time of fellowship has had 
for them.  

Hebrews 10:24-25  

And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near.” 

The "doors are open" and we would love 
you to stop in for a visit and join us in 
weekly fellowship!  To receive an email 
invitation or learn more please call or text 
me, Laurie at 732 492-2545 .  You can also 
email me at  lmcgeenoch@gmail.com.  

Yours in Christ, 
Laurie Noch  

mailto:lmcgeenoch@gmail.com
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Jersey Jottings 

News from around the NJ Synod 

Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as 
your own, and by the powerful name of Christ 
you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform 
us and your beloved world, that we may find our 
joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

Bishop Eaton’s May Column 
 I had a friend in high school who 
said, “Wouldn’t it be great if our lives had a 
soundtrack and we could hear it?” That way 
we would always know what was coming at 
us. Suspenseful music, ominous music, joyful 
music, sorrowful music, heroic music—all 
would alert us to what is just around the 
corner and would accompany us on our way. 
There is something intriguing about the idea. 
And it could work if your soundtrack were 
the only one and everyone and everything 
else were just the supporting cast in your 
musical. 
But God didn’t create us that way. We aren’t 
solitary lives played out on an isolated stage. 
God created us by love and for love. We 
were meant to be together. The Trinity is 
relationship and God welcomes us into that 
holy company. 
  Like God’s love, music is at 
the same time deeply personal, sounding 
deep within an individual’s soul, and 
universal, ringing out to an entire 
community. Like God’s love, music sings to us 
in all of our marvelous diversity. Just as the 
beauty of creation is apparent not in 
monochrome but in Technicolor, so also 
must music be polyphonic. This is why we 
have a variety of worship resources that 
include a variety of musical styles from many 
cultures and in many languages. 
 One of the great harms done by 
Western missionaries was to equate proper, 
acceptable and God-pleasing worship with 
Western music, dress and even 
instrumentation. The problem wasn’t the 

introduction of their music. The problem was 
the replacement of Indigenous expression 
with Western music and the labeling of 
Indigenous music, language, dance and dress 
as pagan and worse. 

 One of my greatest honors in this call 
was being asked to preach on Easter Sunday 
at a Lutheran church in Yunnan Province, 
China. The Chinese characters that convey 
“Lutheran” actually mean “Justification 
Church.” On that Easter morning, high up in 
the mountains, we sang our praise and 
thanks to God for the victory of the 
Resurrection. These were Lisu people. They 
are an ethnic minority pushed out of the 
fertile valleys by the Han people. 
 Then the missionaries came. As the 
Justification Church, we believe and teach 
that the gospel is the message of 
redemption, reconciliation and liberation for 
all people. Instead, the Western missionaries 
took away the Lisu people’s music and 
culture. An elder of the community explained 
to us that this service would be the first time 
in a century that the Lisu people worshiped 
God with their own music, their own 
instruments, with their own dance, in their 
own traditional clothing. 
 I didn’t understand the language 
(sermons could take three times as long—I 
preached in English, which a second person 
translated into Mandarin and then a third 
person translated into Lisu) and the music 
didn’t resonate with me at first, but I 
recognized the song. It was the song of 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
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Like God’s love, music is at 
the same time deeply 
personal, sounding deep 
within an individual’s soul, 
and universal, ringing out to 
an entire community. 
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Resurrection. The style was unique to the 
Lisu people, but the music was universal. 
 Martin Luther, a musician and 
hymn writer, wanted his people to hear the 
universal message of the gospel in their 
own language. We Lutherans take a great 
deal of pride in Luther’s translation of the 
Bible into the vernacular. How is it that we 
are not so ready to hear the gospel in the 
musical vernacular of the thousand tongues 
that sing our great Redeemer’s praise? 
Music, in all its many forms, sings for us 
even when we can’t find the words. I like to 
think that, when the Spirit intercedes for us 
with sighs too deep for words, the Spirit is 
singing and, in that distant melody, just 
beyond our comprehension, our longing 
and God’s love meet. 
My life flows on in endless song; above 
earth’s 
lamentation, I catch the sweet, though far-
off hymn 
that hails a new creation. 
No storm can shake my inmost calm while 
to that Rock I’m clinging. Since Christ is Lord 
of heaven and earth, how can I keep from 
singing? (ELW, 763). 
 
A letter from the Bishop 
Dear NJ Synod family, 
 What a great time we had last Friday 
and Saturday gathered in assembly. Our pre-
assembly workshops were well attended by 
folks from across the synod – thank you to 
those who led them. Our assembly attendance 
stayed strong throughout, including for our 
closing prayer and sending for mission. We 
observed our theme, Springing Forth, with a 
variety of stories and reports about the new 
things God is doing in our midst. It was a joy to 
be together with you, even as I anticipate being 
together in person next May.  
 I am writing to recap some of the 
assembly highlights, address our current 

COVID19 situation in regard to re-gathering in 
person, and to invite you to celebrate the 
ministry of Pastor Kimberly Vaughn as she 
leaves the staff. 
...continue reading  

 

Karl, John & Elizabeth Wurffel Fund  

Application packages for the Wurffel Fund 
College Loans/Scholarships for the 2021-2022 
school year have been emailed out to all parish 
pastors.   

Applications with pastor recommendations are 

due back no later than July 1st.  

https://elcablogs.fairnorth-dev.com/worship/wp-content/uploads/sites/60/2020/04/My-Life-Flows-On-in-Endless-Song.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hbiDEbLDwG3UFuzXh953Z-GaU3Ydj_5Oq_wWeHWhLIu8UESm2iTZBMkEPq-X0lmRT0FuJC_ZBWwnjifH6d6Q3uBvwthE76PGST8dkXrwFglieHAwb9qpdMhCM0bhdg5Fd58uYs5BznlemqXegOeqte4s6wF4PZnY3RZxlykbgpY=&c=FGMnC8xWzqltQ3CQbbgSI-RrGdNnRqxB86UJNgMxE1l8zeCrd7b6w


In Our Prayers 

Long-Term Illness:  

Joanne Apruzzi 

Susan Carpenter McQuade 

Phyllis Cipriano  

Khris Costa 

Timothy Desmond, Sr 

Lauren Downey 

Tracey Downey 

Tiffany Eckels O’Donnell 

Lisa Fisher  

Elona Folk  

Lisa Frank 

David Franklin 

Joan Franklin 

Kim Franklin  

Lindsay Gafford 

Tori Geib 

Mary Gilligan 

Sharon Goodman  

Tiffany Gotay 

Sandy Greer 

George Guglielmo 

Kathy Guiamano  

Fay Hake 

Jerry Hake 

Charles Herrmann 

Shirley Hicks 

William Hicks 

Tom Hoffman 

Diane Hopster  

Rich Hough 

Christopher Joyce  

Kirsten Kain 

Denise Kline 

Betty Koss 

Nathan Krause 

Erin Larson 

Susan Lewis 

Sandie McDermott 

Gale McNamara 

Kevin McNamara 

Dina Manzella 

Kay Meyer 

William Mirabella  

Robbie Moffitt 

Joan Moran 

Carmen Mount 

Joseph Myers  

Tiffany Nardella 

Joanne Nisi 

Richard Paul  

James Robidas 

Bernie Schwartz 

Kay Sheeran 

Soldiers and Civilians  

      of War  

John Stables 

Chris Vaughn 

Kaitlin Whitford 

Lois Wilson 

February: 

Dylan Haynes 

The Noch family 

Donna Kelly 

The Downey family 

The Clays family 

The Meyer family 

Ingrid Carlson 

Kurt Carlson 

Linda Samuelson 

 

Prayer Requests 

Please add the following person(s) to Cross of Glory’s Prayer List: 

Name:________________________________________ 

Prayer Concern: 

_______Hospitalized   _______Recuperating   _______Homebound 

_______Outpatient   _______Other    _______Please remove the above 

            person from the Prayer List 

 

Submitted by:____________________________ Date: _______________________ 

Phone: _____________________ Relationship to above:____________________________ 

 

Please check one: _______Long-Term Prayer List  _______3 Month Prayer List 

 

You may give this form to an usher, place it in the offering plate, or drop it off in the church office. 
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Congratulations and best 

wishes to everyone 

celebrating this month! 

 

Don’t see your birthday or 

anniversary? Please make 

sure the church office has 

your information. 

732-583-1118 or 

crossofglory@verizon.net 

 

May 
7th—Hannah Bucco 
8th—Angela Greene 

14th—Roseann Trezza 
23rd—Greg Goodman 

25th—Kathy Odell 
26th—Stephanie Calvanico 

28th—Mickey McAuliffe 
29th—Khris Chevannes 

 
June 

1st—Walter Kain 
2nd—Jessica Ferrera 
4th—Donald Franklin 
7th—Allison Connolly 
 Laurie Noch 
9th—Lindsey Royce 

16th—Christine Franklin 
 Sharon Goodman 
19th—Madelyn Downey 

21st—Sarina Johns 
24th—Riley Moffitt 
25th—AJ Calvanico 
26th—Jessica Bucco 

27th—Barbara Heinrichs 
30th—Sara Burgi 

 
July 

3rd—Mason Chevannes 
5th—Judy Aunio 

6th—Stephen Krachie 
12th—Dawn Weg 

20th—Hunter Greene 
21st—Eli Morris 

24th—Silvano Brewster 
26th—Adrienne Chevannes 

 Gina Pante

May 
9th—Rob & Gina Pante 

 

June 
4th—Jim & Cathy Easley 
6th—Larry & Kathy Odell 
9th—Paul & Doris Hiley 

12th—Dawn & Mark Weg 

 

May, June & July  
Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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